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To the Worſhipful 


THOMAS WALDEGRAVE , 


Of SMALBRIDGE, 
In the County of SUFFOLK, Eſq; 


High Sheriff of the ſaid County, and one 
of His Majeſties Deputy Licutcnants 
for the County of E#fex, and thc 
ſaid County of Suffolk . 


Read in Plutarch of a 9:Me>452r%e: and a 

[ girobaones, of one that was a great lover 
of Alexander, as he was a brave accom- 
pliſhd man ; and of another that was a lover 
of him as he was his true and lawful Sove- 
raign: And without doubt to have a Prince 
both Good and Vertuous, Heroick and Magnani- 
mous ; Obliging to Subjefs, Dreadful to Ene- 
mies; Viforious at home and abroad, inſo- 
much that by his Goodneſs and Vertue he de- 
ſerves the Title of being Great, it muſt be the 
Pride and Honour of us all; But if here we 
fiick, and view not Majeſty as well as good- 
2 neſs; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
neſs; if we conſider not his Power and his 
Place as well as his Merit and Deſert, we may 
he qcn.arifarfen [overs of Alexander, but ng 
10-:Ceonds; lovers of the Ning; and in truth 
720 m0re qualifid to be Subjects, than was Phoe- 
nix and Prothytes when they would have en- 
franchisd and Commonwealth'd the Thebans ; 
41 Demetrius and Nicanor when they would 
have fet up Arayntas againſt him ; than Cal- 
ſlander ard Jolla when waiting upon his Cup, 
they would have adminiſtred poyſon to him. 
Lat, 

Sir, It is Your Charafer ( Craterum cum 
Hephaſtione ) ſo to love your King, as to be an 
admirer and ajſerter both of His Perſon and 
His Power, and with Heart and Hand equal- 
ly to engage for both; A Loyalty, juſtly chal- 
lenging emulation as well as commendation, 
and which, in ſpight of all the Apoſtates of the 
age, is every mans great and bounden duty, as 
well as known to be Tour firm and open pra- 
ice; and how far the County hath been in- 
fluencd thereby, and the tide ftemm'd even 
( when the raging flouds of a new found loyal- 
ty had almoſt waſh'd the old away ) the preſent 
change of affairs may eaſily diſcover. Its enough 
for me that honeſt diſcourſes might be vented 


under 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
under You, and not threatned with the Pillory ; 
that I could aſſert my Princes right, and not 
be told that my little learning had made: me 
mad, or that my greater Loyalty ( which is but 
my Juſt tribute ; had hurried me on to be a 
betrayer of my Religion: Wherefore if what 
here I offer, happen to be too hot for the age, 
and therefore cenſur d; be pleas d to blame 
Tour ſelf for cailing me , firſt to the Pulpit,and 
now to the Prefs; for reſolu'd I was, from the 
time you preſs d me into your Service, and 
made me one of your retinue, t0 keep pace in 
daring Loyalty as near as I could unto your ſelf, 
and ſhall ever ſtudy to abound in that wertue, 
as lnowing, the more Loyal the more Chriſtian, 
and far better qualified to be 


Long-Melford, Sf. 
Sept. 9.1683. 


Your truly deyoted Seryant 
and Chaplam, 


NATH. BISBIE. 
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JUDGES -xvw-6. 


In thoſe days there was no King in Iſrael, but 
every man did that which was right in his 
097 eyes. 


Thar which brings on my Text, 
and gives 1t 1ts riſe, 1s this, 


The man Micah had an houſe of Gods, and 
made an Ephod and Teraphim, and confſe- 
crated one of his Sons, who became his Prieſt. 


H E Jewiſh Rabbins long ago have obſerved, 
That there were three Crowns 1ndi- 


ſpenſably requiſite to make a Nation happy ; 
MYR N21 NING M2) MIN IND The Crown of 
the Judge, the Crown of the Prieſt, and the Crown 
of the King : that of the Judge, tor the Peace and 
Happine{\s of the State ; thar of the Prieſt, for the 
Welfare and Eſtabliſhment of the Church ; that of 
the King, for the Proſperity and Flouriſhing both of 
Prieſt and Judge, of Church and State. And the 
Grecians have Juckily lighted upon an Etymology 
tor the ſame, Bao; quaſi Bxou 73 a5, as if he 
were the People's only baſis and ſupport ; pinning 
them up, and keeping them together, that they 
Jrop not into g confuſion like a tottering Wall, whoſe 
foundation 
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(2) 


foundation is ſunk and gone. For if there be no 
Magiſtrate ( no King ) 72 P©YN ny? DR WH 
one man will eat up another alive, the rich will op- 
preſs the poor, and the poor devour the rich, every 
one bidding battle and detance to rheir Neighbour, 
till they. have turned our Cities into Dens, and our 
Villages into Foreſts for Wolves and Tigers to in- 
habit ; Creatures, leſs ravenous and much more or- 
derly ia themſelves, than unruly Man ( that ravenous 
Creature Man ) when let looſe into the World, 
and without a King to govern Him. This the Jews 
full well experienced ; for iz thoſe Days when there 
was no King in Iſrael (and it ſeemeth there had 
been ſuch days there, as well as here) every mar 
aid that which was right in his own eyes, 

We may call this the Crown-Text, a Text Royal ; 
not only tacitly adjuſting the right of Kings, bur 
openly ſhewing the grand inconveniences and mil- 
chicfs that ariſe from want of their Inſpection and 
Government. We may talk of Arrows by day, 
and of Peltilences by night ( of waſting and con- 
ſaming judgments) judgments ! that leave not one 
ftone upon another, but turn Cities of men into 
Golgothas and places of Sculls; Fruitful and Plea- 
ſant Vineyards into barren and naked Wilderneſſes 
for the Oſtrich and the Ow! to dwell in ; but of all 
the fatal boding Calamities that ever happened to a 
Nation, or xs oh can, there is not ( nor ever was ) 
any like that of Anarchy : for if there be no King, 
every man will play Rex, and be a Lord of Miſrule, 
and do whatſoever his Luſts, his Intereſts and Paſſi- 
ons ( which are always prone to be wild and extrava- 
gant ) {hall ſay, will be good for him to do. So that 
we have the Commonwealth of 1/7ae/, 

4, Labouring 


(3) 
1. Labouring under great and manifold Diſ- 
orders; Every man did that which was right in his 
Own eYes, 
2, We have the true Reaſon and Cauſe of thoſe 
Diſorders; In thoſe days there was no Kjng in 
1/rael. Look we, 


1. Into the Diſorders that then, and at that time 
infeted and infeſted the Land ; Every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes: VYY2I WN what 
ſeemed right and good to him, from "WW? recfumeſſe 
vel wvideri: To him, and in his own eyes good ; 
but bad, ſtark naught in themſelves and in the eyes 
of God ; ſobad, that (as at that time there was no 
King in 1/rael, ſo ) if there had been no God in 
Heaven, they could not have been much worſe. 
And let but men (I mean the generality of men, the 
zoAAei, the rude and ungovernable Multitude ) once 
arrive at that which they call Liberty and Freedom, 
to do what pleaſeth them and what ſeemeth good 
in their eyes; and the Land ( within as few Days 
perhaps as it was with Noahs flood ) will be overrun 
with an Inundation and Deluge of Impiety, In- 
juſtice, Villany. We ſhall be nothing but Teagnes 
and Toryes, Banditti and enleagued Borderers; no 
Society or Company of Men, but an Herd of Wolves 
and of Bears ; a Band and Fraternity of Schiſmatical 
Furies, Arheiſtical Debochees, Bloody and inhu- 
mane Cannibals; Legion will be the Name, the 
Prince of the Air the General, and the Houſe divided 
_ it ſelf our Rendezvouze and Caſtle. And 
1f our eyes be our own, we may take the truth of 
what 15 offered from the Fews before us; they were 
all for that which was right in their own eyes, and what 

B 2 Was 


(4) 
was that ? but to make themſelves Idots and to Con- 
ſecrate their own Prieſts; to ſpoil Houſes of their 
Goods, and Women of their Chaſtity ; to cut poor 
1nocent mens Throats, and to depopulate as well as 
ceBower a Nation ; 1/7ael no longer, but a Bethaver 
and a Babel; a Stage of wickedneſs, and a Theatre 
of Contfulion. The Landskip whereof cannot be 
over-pleaſing to the Spectator; and yet to do right 
unto my Text, it will be requiſite to make a further 
Enquiry 


3. Into the nature of the Diſorders; 
2. Into the number of the Oftenders. 


rt. Into the Nature of the Diſorders; all Mon- 
itrous, Horrid, Prodigious : There were no ſuch deed: 
done or ſeen {rom the day that the Children of Iſrael came 
up out of the Land of Egypt, unto thoſe Days ( Chap. 19. 
30. ) Put all the provocations that had any where 
happened in the Wilderneſs together, add to them 
the many prevarications that had been acted in the 
time of Joſhua, and no ſuch Crimes (none ſo lewdly 
vile) hadever all that while been perpetrated, as in 
thoſe days when there was no King 1n 1/rael. 
Would you have a Catalogue of them * .Thex hear 
O Heavens, and be aſtoniſhed O Earth! Schiſm 
and Idolatry ( thoſe curſed abominations ) begin 
them ; Sacriledge and Theft follow ; then marches 
W horedom, Rape, Adultery ; after theſe, Murder, 
Bloodſhed, Civil War; then Parents kill their 
Children, and Children their Parents; one part of 
the Land riſeth up againſt the other ; Tribe ſetteth 
againſt Tribe, City againſt City, all embroiled 
( and eagerly concerned) to undo, deſtroy and root 
out 


S- $6144 

out each other. Such lewdneſs in 1/7ae!, and fo 
generally, ſo warmly purſu'd (as you may ſee in 
this, and the enſuing Chapters to the end of the 1-- 
terregnum) that Hell it ſelf with all her black inhabi- 


rants in ſo ſhort a time could not well be ſuppoſed 


to have outdone them : Size Rege,ſine Lege, ſine Fide ; 
without King, without Law, without Religion. 
Loth T am to make Ezz/and the after-ſcene, or to 
run a parallel of her diſorders with thoſe of 1/racls ; 
for though in our late Anarchy we were as bad as 
any (as the Jews themſelves, even in thoſe days 
when there was no King ; nay, as in thoſe days 
when they Crucified and Murdered their King) yet 
Cham was accurſed for expoſing his Parents naked- 
neſs; and I had rather you ſhould make the Jews 
your ſpeQtacle, and from them and their miſcarri- 
ages, learn tobe more Loyal, and henceforth to love 
a King( your King ) the better. But co make up the 
meaſure of their iniquity, we mult conſider 


2. The Number of the Offenders; Every 24% did 
that which was right in his own eyes. Some ( noque- 
ſtion ) there were who had not bowed their knee to 
Baal, that even in thoſe days did, and would do 
what was right in Gods eyes and not in their own ; 
and were as good as others could then be bad : But 
as for the generality of the land, they were utterly 
corrupted ; Ephraim, Daz, Manaſſech ; Ephraimin the 
midſt, Daz and the men of Gzbea/ in the two ends 
thereof ; ſo that this [every man] 15 expreſſive of the 
greateſt part ; for not only the more Jooſe and pro- 
fane, but the more preciſe and religious too were thus 
wickedly given; not only thievingDaz and adulterous 
Gibeah, but devout Mzrcah, the young man his rr 
tne 
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(6) 
the old Saint his mother ; every one of theſe did 
what w.5 right in their own eyes ; which brings on my 
Text (three times in this, and the enſuing Chapters 
fer down, but in this firſt and) upon occaſion* of 
this Micah's ſelf-inſtituted Place and Worſhip ; for 
The man Micah had an houſe of Gods, and made an 
Ephod and Teraphim, and conſecrated one of his Soxs, 
who became his Prieſt, W here we have the whole of 
his iniquity diſplayed ; and if we will but take in 
what was faid of him in the preceding verſe, that 
he had before this a Gravez and a Moltez Image by him 
for the ſaid Houſe { which according to Grotizes 
was an Altar with other the Utenſils thereunto be- 
longing) we have then all the prime and chief fur- 
niture of the Tabernacle, that was by God himſelt 
appointed for the Service thereof: and yet it was 
an ev1l, 

1. That he had an houſe of Gods; RY (the 
word is altogether Plural, but uſed moſtly Singular ) 
an houſe of God, a Bethel, a ſeparate place of his 
own ſetting up: AEdiculam ſive capellam, as ſome in- 
terpret it, a Chappel of eaſe, a Religious place of 
his own, diſtin& and ſeparate from that of publick 
aſhgnation at Sh/0h, whereunto all were bound to 
reſort. Neither can this interpretation be quarrelled, 
provided you will but conſider that place in the 
Twelfth Chapter of Dexterozomy, which is the firſt 
place, (1fI be not miſtaken, ) wherein this phraſe of 
Every mans doing right in his own eyes, 1s uſed, Ton ſhall 
ot do after the thinzs which we do here this day, every 
an what is right in his own eyes, ( that is, worſhip 
where, and in what place you pleaſe, as hitherto 
hath been done in the Wilderneſs ) but when you go 
over Jordan, and dwell in the Landwhich the Lord _ 

0 


CF 
God ſball give you to inherit, then there ſhall be aplace 
which the Lord your God ſhall chooſe to cauſe his name to 
dwell there, thither ſhall you go: So that Micah's Houſe, 
and Mica/'s Separation, was one of thoſe Evils that 
then peſtered the Land. Nay, for the palliation of 
this Evil, and to make the Service ( therein per- 
formed ) look more 1nnocent, and more like the 
Service of the Tabernacle, 

2. He made him an Ephod. Now an Ephod was 
2 Sacerdotal Garment, proper for the Tabernacle 
and the uſe of the High Prieſt, never to be uſed but 
in Divine Worſhip and at the moſt ſolemn ſervices 
of the Tabernacle. A Garment deſigned by Mzzcah, 
that the Prieſt of his Houſe might every way be clad 


like one of Gods Prieſts; and appear not only Grave 


and Sacred in his Habit,but as Jrre dzvizo, like,as the 
very beſt of thoſe, who were of Gods nomination 
and appointment. Moſt evident it 1s, that when the 
Dazxites went up to ſurpriſe Laiſh (Chap. 18. 5, 14.) 
they conſulted this Ephod; and that too, with as 
much Veneration and Devotion, as if it had been the 
very Ephod of the Sanctuary, which had the Urim 
and the Thummim, and from whence (as from be- 
tween the Cherubims ) God was pleaſed to give forth 
his Anſwers. He had allo, 

2, His Teraphim, W hat this Teraphim was, whe- 
ther Zoquers imago, a blearing bleating Image, craf- 
tily ſet at work by the Incantations and Charms of 
the Knaviſh Prieſt its Familiar, to give out its 
Myſterious Oracles and Unintelligible Anſwers to 
the over-credulous unwary Multitude ; or whether 
an Aſtrological Engine ſhaped and figured like unto 
the Cherubims of the Tabernacle, to diſcover the 
Planetary Motions and Aſpects of the Heavens 
TS. | ( whereby 
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( whereby a Gueſs and PrediQtion was to be made of 
things that were to come ) 15 not much to our preſent 
concern : Certain it is, they were uſed NYVNy_Ny19 
tor the forctelling of furure Eyents, and inall proba- 
þility deiigned to Cap and Subply not only the want 
of the Ur and the Thummimn, but the very Chern- 
biuical voice it felt, which was confined to, and went 
along with the eſtabliſhed Prieſthood. .The word 
it {elf is uſed 1n a good, as well as in a bad fence; 
. particularly Hof. 3. 4. it being there threatned 
as a judgment upon 1/rae/, that they ſhould abide 
many days without a King, and without a Sacrifice, 
and without an Ephoa, and without a Teraphim. 
But this alſo became an evil to him, for 10 it is recorded 
among other his evil deeds, that he made him 4 
 Teraphim. The laſt thing mentioned of him is, 

4. That he conſecrated for himſelf a Prieſt ; his 
own Son fir{t, ( one neither of Aarozs Lineage nor 
of his Tribe ) willing that any one ſhould be his 
Prieſt, rather than not have one of his own ; after- 
wards ( tor the more Solemaity of the thing, and to 
ſeem more Conformable to the Divine inſtitution ) 
a Levite; one in Holy Orders, but of the meaneſt 
rank, and no leſs irregular and unlawful than the 
former, it being permitted to none to take the Prieſts 
Office upon them, but who were Deſcendenr-! of 
Aaron :; though indeed not much matter who it he, 
nor how dreſſed, nor if at all conſecrated, provided 
he will but uſurp the Prieſthood and give out his 
EdiQs to the Brotherhood of the Gild, as his in- 
ſpired brain and the home-madeT eraphirs ſhall dittate 
to him. I know there are ſome, that make ti:is 
Mzicah's Religion to be perfeCt Idolatry, and down- 
right Apoſtaſie from the Religion that Almighty 

| God 
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God by his Servant Moſes had eſtabliſhed among 
che 1/raelites; but if ſo, what made him ſo fond of 
the Ephod, the Altar, the Cherub, the Levite, and 
every thing elſe that did but ſo much as Ape the re- 
ligion ofthe Tabernacle ? Nay, what made him ſo 
joyful that he had got one of Gods Levites to be his 
Prieſts? or to make ſo many applications to the true 
God as he did ? for my partI do (and thereunto I 
am obliged by Vatablus, Grotivs and many others, 

to) think that he was ver: Dez cultor, a worſhipper _ 
of the True God, though ( Puritan like) in a ſepa- 
rate way; inſomuch, that howbeit he might havea 
tiacture of Idolatry in his worſhip, yet it was a fault 
in him, and a very great one too, that he had ſet up 

an houle of his own ; and therein an Ephod, an Al- 
tar, a Teraphing, a Prieſt in contradiction to the Ta- 
bernacic, the Ephod, the Altar, the Cherubims, 
and the eſtabliſhed Prieſts of God. In ſhort, a Will- 
worſhip, #$5>oÞpnoxeia, a ſelf-pleaſing devotion; a 
{ſeparate houſe, a ſeparate Prieſt, a ſeparate Religion 
( howbeir of the ſame God) from the regular natio- 
nal eſtabliſhment. A thing very pleaſing to man |! 
and fo pleaſing, that if left unto himſelf, becauſe . 
there is no King to reſtrain him, every man will 
think himſelf as good as Micah, and fet up an houſe 
and a Prieſt of his own, and there do whatever 
ſhall ſeem right in his own eyes. Thus it fared of 
old with T/racl, and thus of late with Ez2l/:za ; tor 
no ſooner began we to grow mad, and to bethink our 
ſelves of no King, but immediately (as it Hell it 
ſelf had broke locle) all the worm-eaten exploded 
hereſics, from th2 very days of Chriſt, began ro make 
head again; and there came upon the ſtage a revived 
rabble of Groſticks, Arrians, Macedonians, Novati- 

ans, 


(10) 
ans, Enthuſiaſts, and whatever elſe ſeemed right to 
anv ; every one calling (as it ſeemed good to them ) 


p< : * ot a fox» el! 
for their own Priett, and their own houle; tilt not a 


Mountain, not a Grove, not a City, ſcarce a fireect 
ET Tg WESL þe ay TITTIES 
Dit 11cGan houſe, & God, Qa P; [Cit OT CAICEIC DOWN, And 
. | y * 4s *» / «%\ Fr ! \W * A = —_ Fi «i rN Fo; z 
we do but conſider how ſome men of fate (good 


£ : Y f * } J n IF #* p FT i / - » >» 1 Y - - . } 
friends, no doubr, toJ7:cah) to give eale to tender 
"a. . 7 . - % — xe * DR ages. F ? by of "40 x 4- * 0 c . Lo Y 
Coniiences woult have ealed us Or OUr.rei1710n » aNGn 
. _ 


yas — Go bs 's P FOE. I - . 4 $ = — a #: 
CUE CI Kindnels "0 4 lircie uncouth Proteirantiim to 


_ "mp % $a FSR 4 i ” 3 ; jt » C 7 , TEITURY þ - = 
COME INTO LIL Curci, would have thrutc out the 
16-47 © ER SOIT wr if rat Þo YET n al - 
Reformation (nay Chriſtianity it Teif) out of the 


Cliurch, we may fav,it was well for us then,that we 
alſphada King, Doubtleſs a moſt {ad complaint anc 
accoint of things ! But it leads me irom the mil: 


chicfs and dilorders that happencd in thoſe days, 


* 

2. To the Cauſe thereof; rzhere was mo Kjng, 
no 179 

'1. None of Regal Soveraign authority to ſt- 

perintend and command the reſt. 

2. None of inferiour Juriſdiction and govern- 

ment, that had reſolution and courage (ſuita- 

ble to the power they were inveſted with ) either to 

{ee the Laws executed ; or the Offenders thereof 

puniſhed : the want of which (as well as of the 

other ) will ſoon fill a land with all manner of diſfor- 

ders, and run it into Ataxy and confuſion, Their 

miſery was 


1. That they had no King ; no JP none of Su-._ 
periour Soveraign authority to ſuperintend, over-aw. 
and ſt the reſt at work. Now this 522 denotes a 
government 

| r. In 
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1. In its nature Monarchical ; 

2, In its authority Soveraign ; 

3. In its continuance Hereditary. All which 
conveniencites and advantages were wanting at that 
time in the government of 1/-ae/ (as ſhall more at 
large be made to appear out of the hiſtory of thoſe 
days ;) from the want of which, thoſe evils ( fo 
much complained on) came upon them. And if I 
make rheſe three particulars out, I ſhall ſettle the 
thing, what their J2P was tobe; and what indeed 
they wanted, when they were fo unhappy as to have 
no J2P, no King. 


I. It ſuppoſeth a government truly Monarchical, 
It hath been concluded by many, That theſe words 
[ of having no King ] bear a particular regard to the 
firſt forty years that the Children of 1/7a&/ had been 
in poſſeſſion of the Promiſed land from the death of 
Joſhua ; the one part whereof, was under the go- 
vernment (as ſome ſay) of the ſurviving Elders, 
which came into the land with Joſhna ; as others ſay, 
under the Sanedrim or Senate of Elders as they 
were at firſt eſtabliſhed by Moſes, and afterwards 
renewed by the people; The other part under Oth- 
ziel their Judge, to whom though uſually the whole 
forty years be aſcribed, yet it is certain that many 
of them were palſs'd and gone atore cver he took the 
office of a Talss upon him (c/.3.8.); and it is no 
leſs certain, thatthe abuſe done to the Levizes Con- 
cubine ( which ts one of the laſt recited Viilanies 


committed in thoſe days ) was acted in the time of. 


Phizeas the High Prieit (ch.20.258.), who came igto 
that office upon the death of Eleazar about the death 
of Foſhra, and continued in it (as Chronologers 
C 2 COM- 
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(12) 
compute) all the years aſcribed- to Orhnzel, dying 
with or about the ſame time as 0rhxzel did. How- 
ever iz thoſe days there was no Kjng ; Elders there 
were ( as you have heard) of the Tribes, and. every 
Elder ( as ſome conceive) governing his own Tribe ; 
The:e were moreover the Elders of the Sanedrim ſu- 
perinicading and governing the whole Nation of the 
I[raclitzs ; Nay, as for part of thoſe days, there was 
a Judge among them ; and yet great oppreſſion, fre- 
quent diſorders, and all occationed by the want of 
a King. Which ſhews, That neither Ariſtocracy 
nor Democracy, the Ruleof the Nobies,nor the Rule 
of the People ( ke if by themſelves or their Repre- 
ſentatives) was able of it ſelf, or indeed capable to 
ſecure them from confuſion, impiety, oppreſſion. 
And therefore you ſhall find them endeavouring, and 
upon all occaſions labouring after a King ; calling firſt 
to Gi/ar:0z, Do thou King us ( ch.8.22.) ; afterwards 
to Sammel, to make them a King ( 1 Sam. 8.5.) And 
its obſervable, that the nearer they approached to this 
kind of government, the better they were ; but ifat 
any time the Judge dy'd (who was inſtead ofa King,) 
or the government came to be devolv'd upon their 
Sanedrim, all things preſently went to confuſion, 
and they reinforc*d to chuſe them a new Judge. And 
thus it 1s recorded of them in general ( c-. 2. 18,19.) 
That when the Lord raiſed them up Judges, the Lord 
was with the Tudge, and delivered them out of the hand 
of their enemies: but if the Fudge dy'd, then it came to. 
paſs, that they returned and corrupted themſelves more 
thax their fathers had done. And in particular, thus 
it was when Orhxiel dy'd (ch.3.12.), thus when 
Ehud dy'd ( ch.q.1.) , thus when Deborah dy'd ( ch.6. 


r.} thus when Gideoz dy'd (ch.8,33.), and thus, and 
| almoſt 
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almoſt always thus to the end of the whole govern- 
ment of the Judges : which argues, that the nearer 
the advance is made to Kingſhip, the nearer people 
getto Order and good Government ; and the further 
any ſtand off, ſtill the worſe,and every day worſe ; for 
when there was not ſo much as a- Judge among them, 
they fell not only into fin but into ſlavery. So it hap- 
ned in the Interrezuum between. Foſhua and Othniel, 
they were oppreſſed by C:ſhaz eight years (ch.3.8. ), 
by Egon upon the death of Ozhxzel eighteen years 
(ch. 3.14.), by Jabiz upon the death of Ehudtwenty 
years (ch.4.2.), by Midia» upon the death of Debo- 
rah ſeven years (ch.6.1.), by Ammon upon the death 
of Fair eighteen years (ch.10.8.), by the Philiſtines 
upon the deathof Abaoz forty years (ch.13.1.), Inall 
an hundred and eleven years ; flavery enough ( if 
people would be taught any thing) to convince them 
of the neceſſity of a King and Kingly governmeatr, 
as likewiſe of the defeats, imperfeQtions, calamities 
of all other rule, though it be that of a Senate or a 
Sanedrim, 

2. A King {uppoſeth a power Soveraign ; One of 
a Supreme and indefeiſable authority ; Superiour to 
all, to the very Senate and Sanedrim: To whom 
the appeal muſt lye, and from whom the final and 
decretory Sentence mult come ; accountable to none 
but to God, who is the King of Kings, and the laſt 
Judge of men, though in Conſcience oblig'd to do 
no. evil himſelf, nor to ſuffer others to do it; as 
knowing that he muſt one day account tothe God 
who firſt made him a man, and then gave him his. 
authority. A perſon (TI ſay) of ſuperiour and un- 
controllable authority, for otherwiſe he is not Su- 
preme, and no hetter than one of the Judges of the 
land: 
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land; for the Judge was the Leader, the Prime and 
Principal of the reſt, had the chief honour and con- 
duct, bur always ſubſervient to, and controllable by 
the Sanedrim ; which bred mighty delays, huge in- 
conveniencies, many and laſting contuſions : where- 
upon being wearied and tired out by the defetts of 
that kind of government, they ſay to Samuel, Give 
775 2 Ryng ; and to Gideon, Be thou a Ryn7z (a Sove- 
ratgn ) z9 z75, whoby an inherent ſupercommanding 
authority may in times of neceſſity and danger not 
only ſilence the Faction of Tribes, birt the heat of 
Senators ; for they alſo may be faulty, as 1n the caſe 
of Kyrah, where no leſs than two hundred and fifty 
Princes of the Aſſembly roſe up againſt 2»/-s (Num. 
16.2.). Nay, probably this was the reaion why 
they ſaid to Samuel, Give us a Kyne lite other Nations 
(18am. 8.5.) ; not as if they were delirous to be ty- 
rannized over, or made {laves as other nations too too 
often were ; that's a thing chey were reſolved ro ven- 
ture rather than endure the known milchiefs and 
barbariſms, that the jealouſies, delays, factions, 
of the Demagogues and men of renown in the Sane- 
drim uſed to expoſe them unto. And what if the 
Prince ſhould be perſonally wanton, by nature cruel, 
upon experience covetous, defigning, ſeeking his 
own and his family concerns, and thereupon pervert 
juſtice, take illegal occaſions to oppreſs and revenge ? 
Nay, what if Naborh's Vineyard be to be had, or the 
Veſlels of the Temple to be rifted, or religion it ſelf 
to be altered ? It theſe doings are {o criminal, fo out- 
rageous, ſo formidable, whea confined to one, what 
will they be when they are the eſpouſed Sentiments 
of many? nay, made their intereſts and acted in all 


the corners and quarters of the land ? Put the caſe as 
bad 
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bad as youcan ; and what if this be the manner of the 
King (as Samrel tells the people, 1 Sam. 8.11. ) That 
he will take your fons, and appoint them for hinſelf, for 
his chariots and his horſemen ; and ſet them to ear his 
cor, and to make bis inſtruments of war ? and what if 
te take your fields, your vineyards, and jour oliveyarads, 
ad a1ue them to his officers and Servants? This 15 the 
wortt that the very worlt of them will do: But pur 
the caſe that this be done; yet if there be a Decera- 
-iri as at Rome; 1t thirty Tyrants, as at Athens; it 
yo hundred and fifty, as in the Aſiembly of the 1/- 
raclites ; Theſe may all (and every. one of them ) be. 
as bad, as laſcivious, as covetous, as oppreſlive, as. 
deſigning as that One; and fo the Tyranny, oppreſſi- 
on, impiety be much greater. and more ſpreading, 
but not ſo eaſily cur'd, nor ſo well endur'd, I am 
apt to think, that if our late Calamities { which laſt- 
ed not-full twenty years) were well reflected upon, 
there'would be found more Tyranny to. have been 
exerciſed, more outrages to. have been committed, 
more injuſtice to have been done by the Afſemblers 
and Senators of thoſe days, than ever. there can be 
found among all our Kings fince we have had a Mo- 
narchy, or ( what's altogether the ſame) ſince we. 
have been a Nation. - | 
; 3. A King ſuppoſeth one Hereditary ; a King with 
an Heir and known Succeſſor at hand to ſtep into his 
place as ſoon as ever he himſelf is gone. Hence the 
I/raelites (full ſenſible of the want of ſuch a King ) 
call unto Gzdeoz, rule thou over us, thou and. thy. ſon, 
az thy ſons ſoa, ( ch. 8.22.) protering thereby an en- 
tail and inheritance; and. intimating, that they 
ihould never be. well, nor out of danger, till they had 
a King ; not a Judge ( for 1o Gideoz was, UE 
one 
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done as great and as valiant things as ever any Judge 
had done,) buta King ; and a King, with Off-ipring 
and Progeny to ſucceed and to rule without any 7- 
terregnums or new choice, which had-too too often 
proved factious and tedious, and moſtly fatal. Thus 
the looſneſs of Laiſh was aſcribed to this inconveni- 
ence, there was no Magiſtrate, Y UV no heir 
of reſtraint, no certain and apparent Succeſſor to 
the Throne ch.18.17.) And indeed 7zterregnums are 
always pregnant of miſchief and of miſery ; never 
any of them hapned in 1/7ae/ ( and yet happen they 
did, and ever will, where there is not a certain Heir 
to ſucceed) but they brought along with them all 
manner of Confuſion and Oppreſſion : which very 
thing made the 7/7ae/ires ſo eager to have a King with 
Poſterity and Succeſſion attending ; never happen- 
ing till King Davids time, and from the reign of 
Solomon ( his Son and Succeſſor ) never put by as to 
Judah from the Primogeniture and right Heir. This 
is a moſt certain truth, that none 1llegitimately born 
could inherit, Thou ſhalt not inherit in our fathers houſe, 
(lay the Grbeonztes concerning Fephtha, ch. 11.2.) 
for thor art the ſon of a ſtrange woman : but if legiti- 
mate and firſt born of the family, there was no pro- 
ſcription {no Bill of Excluſion) to be made ; no- 
thing being ever accounted more horrid and vile 
among the 1/raelites than to ſnarl, diſturb, interrupt 
or diſplace the Inheritance. Nay, though there had 
been more wives 1n the caſe ( the wrong loved, and 
the right hated ) yet the firit-born of the hated was 
to have the Inheritance ; the right of the firſt-borx is 
his, ( Dent.21.17.) So that to fet limits ro the Mo- 
narch, or to minorate and depreſs him in his Pre- 
rogative, Supremacy, Succeſſion, is to rob _ 
| : 
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of her King ; and in truth to put no difference be- 
tween a King and an Elder of the Sanedrim, or at 
the beſt, between a King and an ordinary Judge, 
put on and off according to the humor and inſolence 
of every deſigning, prevailing Faction. Certainly 
it 1s-not a Purple Robe, nor a Reed put into the hand, 
that will make 1/7ae/ a King ; the Fews ſo ſerved our 
. Saviour, and withal bowed the Kee unto him, ſaying, 
Hail King of the Jews : but ( ſays che Text) they fir/# 
ſtripped him, and then they mocked him : and in footh 
if Kings come once to be {tript of their own Robes ( I 
mean their Jra regni, their Preheminences, Rega- 
lities, Dignities, whereby they come to be Kings and 
to excell others) I cannot ſee but they are worthily 
made the People's ſcorn ; and though Princely clad, 
yet no better than a Suppolititious Perkiz, or a bare 
King .of Clouts. Nay, I cannot ſee, but that if 
King Adonibezek ( notwithſtanding his eight Kings 
proſtrated and captivated by Itim) be himſeltro be 
bound and ſhackled at the will, and by the Votes of 
his Subjects, He mult be adjudged to be himſelf en- 
ſlavd, and as far (inreality ) from beinga King in 
Iſrael's fence, as thoſe very Caprtivated Kings were, 
who lay gathering their Meat nuder his Table with their 
Thumbs and their Toes cnt off. But to end this ; 
The Rabbins have a ſaying, that there were three 
things enjoyned the 1/72e/ites ( whilit they were in 
the Wilderneſs) to be performed by them when they 
entred into Canaan ; 5113991 pony 2B w12T ming? 
U7pD7 12 PNny NNS9) JI2 RA? to root out 
the memory of Aza/c%, to choole them a King, 
and to build them an Houle for a Sanftuary ; the 
firſt whereof ( if they had proceeded regularly, as 
Scickard upon Maimonides obſerves) was to _ 
enem 
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owned him, and promited bleſſings along with him, 
provided they would but fear God and walk in his 
ways (1 Sam. 12. 14.); nay, the Scripture brands all 
the Maleconients and thoſe who refuſed to congra- 
tulate his Choice, for Sons of Be/za/(1 Sam. 10. 27.). 
So that if the 1/7ae/ites offended 1n asking a King, it 
was 7z forma #0n jure petendi, 1n the manner = Fa 
ing, and notin the thing it ſelf: either becauſe they 
did it ina Seditious Tumultuating manner, afteQing 
Tnnovation in the Government as ſome do conceive ; 
or in an affrontive way to Samuel their preſent Judge, 
as others imagine; or to a wrong and evil deſign, 
hoping thereby to make an alteration in the elta- 
bliſhed Religion of the Land,as a third fort think. All 
which were not only evil in themſelves, but very 
culpable, and juſtly provoked God to ſay, that He 
would give them a Kjng in his Anger: however 
the deſiring or having a King was not evil in it ſelf; 
tor God gave them one. upon their requeſt, oy 
when 
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when that Perſon was dead, he appointed them 
another ( even David, a man after his own 
heart; ) and under that. kind of Government 
he continued them fo long as he continued 
them in Caz22;z2z Which intimates, that the having 
a King in 17rae/ ( 922 one of a Soveraign power, 
with a WY BWV with an Heir of reſtraint at his 
back ) was one of the bleſſings of the Land of 
Canaan; and the moſt proper Government that a 
Nation can wiſh for or have, which endeavours after 
a peaceable and happy ſettlement. Judges will not 
do alone; neither Joſhna nor the High Prieſt muſt 
preſume too far 3 nay, the Sanedrim it ſelf muſt be 
modeſt and humble ; theſe and every one of theſe in 
their proper Spheres may help on the bleſſing, but 
to make a Nation perfectly happy ( Cazaaz like ) 
God mult give them a King. For though he had 
often changed their Government before, trom Cap- 
tains to Judges, from Judges to Prieſts, yet having 
once gtven them a Xing, he there reſts; as having 
brought all to perfection, and never changed any 
more. Which argues, that Kings are not only 
Divine, bit the bett if not the only means to main- 
tain the peace, and to propagate the welfare of 
a Nation. And ſo we paſs from the firſt cauſe 
of thoſe miſchie!; that befel the I/7aelztes, they had _ 
no JI2 no King , unto the Second, and that was, 


2, Becauſe the Magiſtrates and Judges ( who 
then had the Rule) negleQed their office, and 
neither ſuppreſſed ſin, nor puniſhed the offender, 
which was all one as if they had had no Kingin - 
It is ſaid of the inhabitants of Laifh ( afterwards Dan). 
that they lived careleſs, and after the manner of the 

« 2 Zraonians ; 
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Ridonians; in Luſt and Luxury, in Vice and Idle- 
nels, in Idolatry and Prophanenels; and the reaſon 
given for it is ( Chap. 18, 7.) that there was yo Magt- 
ſtrate in the Lard to put them to ſhame in any thing: 
Magiſtrates there were, but none that would enforce 
the Laws, or proſecute the ofenders; none that 
would reitrain them 1n their Vices, or be ( as the 
Apoſtle pixraſeth it ) a terror to evil aoers, The very 
caie of the J/rael:7es before us, for Magiltrates they 
tiad, as the Jeriſb Writers themlielves conieſs; but 
withal fo backward and tardy in acting like Magi- 
ſtrates, as it they had been aſraid to be Gods Depu- 
ties ; 1o ſhy of executing the Laws, as it ( like Dra- 
c9S) they had been wrote in blood; and again 
ſo fearful of puniſhing, as it the whipping a Mah 
had been the Martyring a Saint; whereas Magi- 
{trates ought not to prevaricate in their office. 
St. Pant exprelly tells them, they muſt not bear the 
Sword iz vaiz ; not hold it in their hands as if it were 
a bare Scepter of ornament for themſelves, but uſe 
it as a Sword fo be a revenger, and to execute wrath 
upon them that do evil, Neither ought the wholſom 
precept of Charity and forgiveneſs (which our bleſſed 
Saviour ſo often, and ſo earneſtly inculcates) ener- 
vate, much leſs evacuate this power ; for it doth not 
hinder Parents from chaſtiling their offending 
Children, nor Maſters from correcting their rebelli- 
ous Servants ; this were to licentiate Diſobedience, 


and to give a toleration to Diſorder. Suffer but 
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)this, and the Parent ſhall not rule his Child, nor 


the Maſter his Servant, no more than the Prince his 
Subject; nay, ſuffer but this, and the Child will 
ſoon make his Parent paſs through the:fire for him 
xo Moloch ; the Servant will ſoon bore the 4 

is 
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his Maſter ; and the Subject get into the Throne of 
his Soveraign, and be a thouſand times more inſo- | 
lent than He. Let but this immunity be proclaimed 
as a voice from Heaven, and the world will {oon be 
in flames about our ears. The children of God will fall 
in Love with the daughters of Men, and the daughters 
of Men as {ſoon produce a race of ſtro7 and mighty 
Gzazts ; (a Crew of ſtubborn, wilful, diſobedient 
men) ſo mighty, that neither Reaſon ſhall perſwade, 
Kindneſs oblige, nor Government hold; Mez of 
reaown and famous in their Generations (fuch as Korah, 
Dathan, and their accomplices were faid to be ) ; 
Giants Noz tam corporium mole, quam latrociniis & 
graſſandi libidine, Mighty not ſo much in bulk as in 
Will, not in body as in Humour ; Mighty by their 
Stubbornneſs and Faction, - by their Wickedneſs and 
Villany, to overthrow and confound a Nation. 
Wherefore let me perſ{wade you ( You who are the 
preſent Guard of our Country ; the eyes to find out, 
and the hands to puniſh Offenders)that as you have a 
King Enthron'd, ſo you would uſe your endeavours 
(as in Duty and Conſcience you are bound) to keep 
and preſerve him on his Throne. Let not the 
mighty Giants nor their Weavers-beams {care you ; 
think not that Daz and Bexjamin (the Raviſhers of 
Women, and the Riflers of Houſes) are our only 
Malefactors ; but let Ephraim and his Idols, Micah 
and his Houſe of Gods be alike enquired into, and 
puniſhed ; Practices ſuiting only Anarchy, and the 
worſt of Days when there is no King ! and therefore 
ſince we have a King, let theſe practices ( I pray 
you ) have an end, that it may not be ſaid of us that 
we live as we did, or indeed as if there were, or 
rather as if we would haye it ſo, that there ſhould 
be. 
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beno King in 1/-ae/. There will be a Mzah if there 
be no King; and thereforeif there be a King, there 
ought to be no Micah, nor no Houle of his 1n 7/7 :2/. 
And here ( that I may not ſeem Splenetick, nor coo 
much exaſperated againſt a ſort of Men under the 
name of MalefaQtors, when Religion 1s in the caſe; 
but rather do the duty of a good Lewvite as be- 
comes the Eſtabliſhment ) be pleaſed to conſider 
with me, 

7. That cabs Houſe and Religion is an Evil 
in the Land ; 

2. That it is an Evil to be enquired into by the 
King and the Judges of the Land; 

}. That when no care is taken thereof, it is 
uſually the Mother Evil of the Land. But I know 
before I proceed, that I ſhall be accounted ( for 
what I have to ſay) nofriend to the Religion now 
-on foot called Proteſtantiſm; however I am ſure, 
that I am ſerving the Church of Ezglard, nay, 
diſſerving the Church of Rowe, as much as if I were 
unreeving the Conclave, or pulling the Treatine Fa- 
thers out by the ears. For would we be perſwaded 
to keep to the Fold, and the Shepherd appointed us 
( be he on the Mountain or in the Planes) to the 
Shepherd whom God, his Church, and the lawful 
Preſidents thereof have ſet over us; the Wolves 
. may howl for want of prey, the greedy I[rineraxt 
return a perfe&t Mendicans, the Seminaries abroad 
be forced to keep the brood they have hatcld, and 
the Roman Eagle never more take pleaſure to quarry 
upon our Ezxgliſh ſhore: for it was Micah's Houſe, 
and the High-places afterwards ( like places of Se- 
paration ) that firſt brought Idolatry into 1/-ae/ ; and 
Iam as confident that if it ever be brought into our 
Eweliſh 
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Engliſh Churches again, theſe are the Houſes that 
mult dreſs up the Idol, theſe the Seminaries that 
breed the Shaveliz who will ſay Maſs afore it. But 
the Enditement 1s fram'd and drawn, come lT there- 
fore briefly to prove the particulars of it ; and, 

1. That Micah's Houle and Separation (though 
never ſonear a kin to the Religion of the Sanctuary ) 
is one of the Evils of the Land. Thus it was in our 
Micah's days : and thus no leſs in the days of Gideoz ; 
for (Chap. 8. 27.) He made him an Ephod, and put it 
in his City ( even in Ophra ) and all Iſrael went thither 
a Whoreing after it, Now the Ephod ( as you have 
heard ) was one of the Garments that God had ap- 
pointed for his own Prieſts; and his making an 
Ephoa denotes, that he was reſolved to turn back 
upon the Tabernacle, and to have a Prieſt and an 
Houſe of his own; which was no ſooner effeCted, 
but ( as if they were as naturally given to Faction, 
as to Luſt) all the laſcivious Saints and the wanton 
Satyrs, boih He's and She's of the City and the 
Country round, went a Whoreing to it; But this 
( as it there follows) became a [ſnare ( an evil ) zo 
Gideon and to his houſe, and was ( as ſome conceive ) 
the provoking cauſe why God ſuffered the Sons of 
the ſaid Gideoz to be lain in the ſelf ſame City, 
where this Ephod had its entertainment. The like - 
we read of Judah, that they did evil in the ſight of the 
Lord; nay, they provoked him above all that their 
Fathers had done, for they built them High-places and 
Groves (1 Kings 14. 22.) ; not contented with the : 
places erected for them (ſuch at that time were the.: 
Temple, the Synagogues, the Sanctuaries of the. 
Land ) they would have Places of their own, High-- 
places and Groves; where the fault (as I conceive). 
WAS + 


( 24) 

was not, becauſe a Place of Worſhip was ercQed, 
for that Land was accounted unclean which had no 
Sacred place in it ( Joſh. 22. 19.) ; nor becaule they 
were built on High, for the Temple was ſo, if not 
the Synagogues too(Prov.8.2.); nor becauſe near unto 
or within a Grove, for the Sanctuaries were ſo (7oſh. 
24. 26.) ; nor altogether becauſe polluted with Idola- 
try, for (as Menochins obſerves) many of them 
( thoſe eſpecially in the Land of Judah) had little 
elſe in them but the Service of the Temple. So that 
the Evil (ſo much cryed out upon ) mult be centred 
in this, and 1n this mainly, that they ( not God, or 
their Governors for them, but they) tor themſelves 
built to themſelves places of Worſhip, wherein con- 
trary to the Sanctions and decrees of their guides and 
Governours they would ſerve the Lord. The next 
thing to be proved upon them 15, 

2. That this Mzicah's Houſe and Worſhip is an 
Evil to be enquired into by the King, and the Judges 
ofthe Land; ſuch an Evil as 1s fit only for thoſe days 
when there wasno King ; and therefore if there be a 
King in the Land, there ought to be no ſuch Evil 
there. Thus it 15 aMed amongſt many other the 
good deeds of Fehoſophat, and as no {mall commen- 
dation to his Reign, that he took away the High- 
places and Groves out of Fu4ah(2Chron. 17. 6.) $= 
charged to the account of 4/z his Predeceſſor(r Kyjngs 
15.14.) that though h7s heart was perfett with the Lord, 
and though otherwiſe he did that which was right 
in the eyes of the Lord, yet he ſuffered the High-places, 
(thoſe Aﬀſemblies and Meeting-places of FaCtion, 
Sedition, Contradiction) to remain in the Land- 
He otherwiſe did that which was right ; intimating 
chat he had done much better and more like a King, 
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if he had put down thoſe ſupernumerary and by-pla- 
ces of worſhip, and reduced the Service of God unto 
the Temple, which was the place of Gods own 
chuling. And doubtleſs if it be an unexceptionable 
prerogative of the Kings of Ezg/azd to have the ſame 
power from God as the godly Princes" ia Scripture 
had ( and as our Church afſerts;) it will inevita- 
bly follow, that they mult have the ſame power to 
reſtrain and ſuppreſs the irregular conventions of the 
Land, as the Kingsof FJadah had, theſe being ( fome 
of them )) the very beſt of Kings that the Scripture 
makes mention of ; and upon that account ſo far to 
be eſteemed from doing evil thereby, or being them- 
ſelves irreligious for doing it, or indeed from having 
it done by others their Judges and Officers, as that 
God doth highly own and applaud the attion.and will 
one day Crown them ( both principal and inſtru- 
ment) with a reward for it. The laſt thing prove- 
able upon them is 
3. That when no care 1s taken of this, Houle of 
Mzcah, or of the Ephod and the Teraphim therein, 
it is uſually the mother Evil of the Land ; the Shore, 
the Chanel into att which"The naſty, loathſome 
draughts of the Land empty themſelves. Is there 
any in diſtreſs, in debt, diſcontented ? hither ( as 
they did to David, hoping to be armed againſt their 
Soveraign ) they all fly: Men ever ready at their 
Quiverand their Bow, reſolv*d to be gratiftied with 
the prey they aimat, or otherwiſe to prey upon their 
Prince, at leaſt to make Scepters and Crowns itoop 
unto their ambition and humour. What # the traxſ- 
 greſſion of Iſrael (ſaith the Prophet, Mic. 1.5.) ? Is 
it not Samaria, the Schiſmatical Temple there? Azd 
what are the high places of Fudah, are they not Jeruſa- 
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lem, the Schiſmatical houſes there ? Certainly theſe 
were the forges wherein all the Weapons of our Jate 
War were form'd ; theſe the Cabals wherein the 
Leagues, the Covenants, the Afociations were 
fram'd ; theſe the Chappels that Conſlecrate all Miſ- 
priſions, Treaſons, Conſpiracies into holineſs to the 
Lord : the ereaing and keeping up of which, was 
chought a fitting project for rebellious Jeroboam (that 
diſgrac'd, diſguſted Officer ) to keep up the Faction 
he had raiſed, Jeroboam! that ſon of Nebar, who 
taught I/-a&/ to fin: For ( ſays he, 1 Kzngs 12. 27.) 
if this people 20 up to do Sacrifice in the houſe of the Lord, 
then ſhall the heart of this people turn again to Rehobo- 
am their Lawful King ; whereupon he made him two 
Calves ( two Teraphims) and Conlecrated Prieſts 
rhereunto, and ſaid, 7 7s roo much for you to go up un- 
to Jeruſalem, behold your gods ( or your houſe of gods) 
O Iſrael, Places eminent at home as.well as abroad 
for Faction and Sedition, and upon known record for 
being enemies to Kings and Princes. You-may talk of 
foreign Seminaries and Jeſuirical Societies, and de- 
ſervedly eſteem them thePelts and the bane of the Na- 
tion, (Sodalities erete@on purpole:to confront Kings, 
diſturb peace, and confound Government ; ) but be- 
lieve me, a Conventicle at home, or in the City of 
Ophra isas bad ;. nay conſidering the Principles they 
manage (every way as- pernicious to Government 
and to the welfare of the land, as any Jeſuits Col- 
lege in the world ; Doway or St. Omers have not been 
more fatal to us than Mica/'s houſe or Gideoz's City ;. 
I ſpeak:not this to excuſe. the Jeſuite or his FaQion, . 
but to alarm and caution all good Chriſtians and Sub- 
jects againft ſuch places and perſons, and-their ( as. 
they. would have us formidably believe ) wy | 

rmMma- 


(27) 
Armado ; for be aſſured, that as long as theſe are 
kept up and ſuffered to be frequented, it will be a 
thing impoſſible for us (who live on the top of the 
Mountain where Mzcah hath his houſe, or within five 
miles of the City or Corporation where Gideon hath 
his Ephod, though we ſtudy the peace of the Taber- 
nacleand of the Temple never ſo much) to keep up 
either Loyalty in our neighbourhaod, or Conformity 
in our Churches. Iam not ignorant that there are 
other enormities whereunto my Text (as afterwards 
reiterated) bears a relation, and whereupon I might 
ſeaſonably animadvert ; for (ch.18.) there is Bur- 
glary, Felony, Sacriledge ; (ch. 19.) there are Riots, 
Rapes, Adultery, Murder ; (ch.20.) there is Civil 
war, a great deal of Bloudſhed, Firing of Cities, in- 
{ufferable depopulation of all that comes to hand; 
(ch.21.) there is Spiriting of Women, enforced and 
unlawful marriages, (enough for the charge of a 
Judge, or the Inqueſt of a Jury ; ) and all this for 
want of a Judge to puniſh and reſtrain them : But 
theſe are matters of daily infliction, it is Micah and 
his houſe that is moſt apt to eſcape and be pitied. 
And hence you may obſerve how forward the 1/rac- 
lites were to blame, yea, to revenge the outrage 
committed on the Lewvite's Concubine, The l:ke 
(ſay they) was never ſeen in 1/rae/; nay, they were 
for the exciſion of a whole Tribe to expiate ic; Bat 
as for this Micah and his houſe, no man ſaid a word 
againſt it, but paſſed it over as if it had not been an 
evil in 1/-ae/; though as injurious to God, and as 
prejudicial to Society as any other <vil of the land 
can be, and indeed 1s the 5:5tive wity 7 would have 
you lo earneſtly to fix your c+< upon it + Nay, I am 
p:one to thin], that though you ſhould rout the 
E 2 whole 
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whole Confederacy beſides, yet if you let this eſcape 
( with a Touch me not, for I am holier than thou ) 
there will never be wanr of work for the Judges, nor 
the worſt of their Executioners, as long as the world 
cndures, I confels their is another ſort of men among 
us, not altogether of Mjca/'s houſe, but of Mzcah's 
principles and acquaintance, perfidious, falſe-heart- 
ed Conformiits; Wen that can gozge themſelves 
upon the fat of the Altar, and xet to2 a fuller 
meal ict out their barns to a Conventicle, and 
their Uicarages to the Pzeachers of them ; thac 
can with the Apoſtate Apoſtle take the Sop (the 
maintenance of the Church) from the hands of 
Chritt, and yet at the ſame time have it 1n their hearts 
to betray him ; known by their Liſping to be Ephra- 
z22ites ; Men that have the /izgna and holy dialect of 
Iſrael, but withal an accent, a S:bbolſcth and twang 
of their own; who BLOOD-like take to themſelves 
the Prieſts habit, but upon no other deſign (nor for 
no other end) than to ſteal away the Crown : In- 
nocent Church-men in ihew, but downright Penſi- 
oners to the FaQtion ; dealing through their Traite- 
rous practices and deceitful behaviour with the poor 
Church their Mother, as the Prieſt did (ch.19.) by 
his abuſed Concubine, hew her to pieces (limb from 
Iimb, bone from bone) and then ſend them to all the 
Tribes ( the ſeveral parties and factions of the land ) 
to make Proteſtants of them. This is alſo an evil in 
the Land, and if not looked after. and reſtrained 
( how right ſoever it be in ſome mens eyes ) they'l 
ſoon fill Mzca/'s houle with their neighbourhood, and 
ina little while more turn Prieſts themſelves unto 
him. I might beas long winded in the cauſe as one of 
Micah's Prieſts, but my time and your buſineſs for- 
bids. However You 
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You are called hither to ſee what Evil is done in 
the Land, be perſwaded therefore (I pray you) nei- 
ther tobe Igzorammss nor Gallio's in the caſe; alike 
refolv'd not to ſee, or not to care for theſe things. 
Not as if I would have you to deal by thoſe EFphra- 
mites of the Mountain, as Herod did by the Baptiſt 
of the Wilderneſs, cut off their heads to oblige every 
idle dancing daughter ; much leſs to think that no 
atonement ( nor ſettlement) 1s to be made without 
the fore-skins of all the Ph//itizs of the Land: This 
looks too much like a Presbyterian root and branch, 
or ( what is much the ſame ) an Independent Wallin- 
fordian Maſſacre; A debate ! ſo horrid and barba- 
rous, that it made the very Atheiſt ( who records 
the ſtory) to quake and tremble. A little ſeverity 
and rigor ( Juridically apply'd ) isenough, and moſt 
becoming the gentleneſs, the Candor, the Ingenuity 
of the Church of Ezxz/azd; whoſe Mercies are not 
Cruel, whoſe Hands are not Bloody, whoſe neither 
Principles nor Temper ever lead further than to 
Conquelt or to Peace ; always hating to hew Agaz 
tO pieces, or to deſtroy the Amalekites (as the 1/rae- 
lites were forcd to do) till not one of them be left 
alive; never aiming at more than to Humble or to 
make Tributary ; to provide that her Adverſaries 
be modeſt or tractable, Obedient or ſubmiſhve, 
which indeed is the End and defign both of Govern- 
ment and Law : and without doubt to blindfold the 
one, or to cramp the other ( when open and notori- 
ous malefators are concern'd) inſtead of righting 
you'l injure us; and initead of keeping us in Peace, 
Love and Unity ( as the Law and the Makers thereof 
deſign) 
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deſign ) you'l expoſe us to all the malice and peeviſh- 
nels of a perverſe and froward generation. To day 
made Execrable, and to morrow a Victime ; now 
Condemned, and anon Executed; every way ex- 
pos'd to inſolence and humor, to parties and factions, 
toviolence and oppreſſion, and (in ſhort ) to what- 
ſoever ſeemeth right to them that are reſolv'd to do 
wrong. TI have but one word more, and that is to 
provoke you to a conſtancy in this your care; That 
you may not do, as ſome are oblerv'd and faid to do 
by the Venemous creatures of the Land where they 
live; ſet a day to deſtroy them, and rid their land 
of them; which they obſerve with the greateſt 
ſtritneſs and ſeverity imaginable, ſcarching all their 
holes, deſtroying all their neſts and harbors, and 
ſparing neither young nor old ; but if once that day 
be over, they ſuffer them ever after freely to en- 
creaſe and breed; nay, to abide under their very 
threſholds, and to crawl into their chambers, never 
after minding nor concerning themſelves with them, 
till the year be out, and the day again return upon 
them. Sirs! it is not the time of an Aſſize, a day 
when you are inſtigated by a Sermon, or a charge 
that will deſtroy this ſort of Vermin, or rid our land 
of their breed ; it muſt be your daily Vigilance and 
care, otherwiſe afore the next return, the Nation 
will beas full, and as much over-run with them as 
ever it was; and the brood as numerous, as vipe- 
rous, and as difficult to Maſter as now it is. 


And thus have I ſhewn you, That when there ts 
n0 Kzng in Iſrael, nor no Subordinate Magiſtrate 
there ; or they neither willing nor ready to puniſh 
the Offenders in T/rael, every one will do _ 
thing, 
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thing, and all will come to confuſion, Wherefore 
from thoſe days wherein ſuch evil is done; from 
the Evil that 1s done in thoſe days ; and from the- 
Curſe and Plague of having no King at all, or none 
under him to puniſh Offenders in 1/rae/ ; let all 
thoſe who wiſh well to Sox (to the Church and 
the State there) ſay, Now and ever, good 
Lord deliver us. To whom ( Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt; Three perſons, One God ;) be a- 
ſcribed, all honour, glory, power, and dominion. 
now and for ever, Amen. 


